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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/16/02 has been entered. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Acosta et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,166,729) in view of Logan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,732,216). 

Regarding claim 1, Acosta et al (or "Acosta" hereinafter) discloses an image down- 
loading apparatus capable of down-loading an image to a plurality of clients via a network 
(Abstract, col. 1/line 60 to col. 2/line 42) comprising: 

"a switch adapted to switch between a first output means for outputting an image," i.e, a 
first output from one of plurality of cameras for displaying an event or live broadcasting to a 
remote viewer at a local workstation accessing to the system or wireless network 14 (Fig. 4, and 
col. 8/lines 1-27) and "a second output device," i.e, a second output from one of plurality of 
cameras for displaying an event or live broadcasting to a remote viewer at a local workstation 
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accessing to the system or wireless network 14 (Fig. 4, and col. 8/lines 1-27 for outputs of 
multiple ones of the cameras 12 in operation at anytime to multiple users); and 

"a switch controller adapted to control said switch, wherein said switch controller 
controls said switch so as to select said second output device for a first predetermined period 
after said first output device is selected for a second predetermined period," for example, a 
Business Manager within the CO VMS 16 acts as a switch controller in this scenario because it 
handles all of fundamental operations of the COVMS 16 internally, i.e., acts as a switch in 
switching outputs to a plurality of viewers (col. 8/lines 12-15) as well as externally, i.e., in 
communicating with other COVMSs, customer connections and web site connections (col. 
12/line 57 to col. 13/line 21) and the operation of the COVMS 16 is based on the queues setting 
by a timer for setting predetermined periods in selecting first output or second output or any 
other output to viewer as preferred. Furthermore, the controller can change the operation mode 
or service level or shut down a particular output device if a monitored usage for a predetermined 
period is exceeding preprogrammed thresholds (see Fig. 16, and col. 14/line 23 to col. 15/line 51 
for more details on the entire process). 

Acosta does not further disclose that the second output device "which outputs an 
advertisement that is different from an image picked up by a connected camera" and "such that 
the advertisement is inserted into the image output from the first output device"as pre-amended; 
however, Logan teaches a same technique in a audio/video distribution system over the Internet 
that web pages, images, and advertisements from a remote server can be downloaded to user's 
computer system (as illustrated in Fig. 1 and col. 1/lines 8-16; Figs. 2 & 4, col. 5/lines 30-62 and 
col. 17/lines 20-42 for advertisement distribution; col. 8/lines 48-60 for a web server; and col. 
32/lines 1-15 for image downloading). Since Acosta shows the commercial providers 1 & 2 
(Fig. 4) for providing services to clients, and with Logan's teaching technique in providing ad or 
advertisements or commercial messages to users/clients, it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordianry skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Acosta' s system with 
Logan's disclosed technique in order to offer an advertisement which is different from an image 
picked a connected camera (taught by Acosta) to users as means for targeting clients/users as 
suggested by Logan (col. 24/line 35 to col. 28/line 10 for further details on this issue). 

As for claim 2, in further view of claim 1 above, Acosta inherently shows "wherein, 
when a request for down-loading of the image to be outputted by said first output device is 
received while said second output device is selected after a third predetermined period has 
elapsed since said switch switched from said first output device to said second output device, 
said switch controller controls said switch so as to switch from said second output device to said 
first output device" because the Business Manager monitors and maintains a smooth operations 
for providing outputs with a loop with setting timer, a plurality of predetermined periods can be 
set in order to handle the switching between outputs according to valid queues (see Fig. 16, and 
col. 14/line 23-col. 15/line 51, and col. 17/lines 19-26 for monitoring the overall performance of 
the system and making necessary adjustments). 

Concerning claim 3, in further view of claim 1 above, Acosta further discloses "wherein 
the clients are classified into a plurality of groups, and the image down-loading apparatus further 
comprises a discrimination unit adapted to discriminate a group to which a client belongs, 
wherein said switch controller controls said switch so as to make the first predetermined period 
shorter for a client which belongs to a first group than for a client which belongs to a second 
group", i.e., clients can be classified as Business Group 1 or Business group 2 (as illustrated in 
Fig. 27/item 1006) and particularly, as Permission groups with different levels of security for 
accessing to the system (see col. 31/line 30 to col. 32/line 8) and with the Active List Monitor, 
the system can dynamically monitors and sets the expiration time for one or more permission 
groups, for example, time for group I is shorter than time for group II, even logging out the user 
if the threshold is exceeded (col. 27/lines 12-37). 
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Concerning claim 4, in further view of claims 1 and 3 above, Acosta and Logan disclose 
"further comprising memory for storing advertisements on clients, wherein said discrimination 
unit discriminates a client as belonging to the first group when the advertisement on the client is 
stored in said memory, and discriminates a client as belonging to the second group when the 
advertiement on the client is not stored in said memory", i.e., client information is stored in user 
databases (Fig. 31 /item 1054) and the demand-only mode is used for restricting users to access to 
certain level of databases or limit archives for downloading (Acosta, col. 31/lines 5-17) as well 
as different file servers for storing different sets of information data (as illustrated in Acosta, Fig. 
5) and Logan teaches to have a database for storing advertisements as well as images for clients 
(Logan, Fig. 1) and the advertisement targeting on clients is based on the user's data and usage 
log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 143 & Fig. 2). 

As for claim 5, in further view of claim 3 above, Acosta further discloses "wherein said 
discrimination unit discriminates a client as belonging to the first group when the client enters a 
correct password, and discriminates a client as belonging to the second group otherwise", i.e., 
login processes for users with username and correct password is addressed according to their 
permission level (belongs to which groups) (see col. 29/lines 10-49). 

Concerning claims 6 and 7, in further view of claim 1 above, the steps of "wherein the 
clients are classified into a plurality of groups, and the image down-loading apparatus further 
comprises discrimination unit for discriminating a group to which a client belongs, wherein said 
switch controller control said switch so as to keep selecting said first output device for a client 
which belongs to a first group" and "further comprising memory for storing advertisement on 
clients, wherein said discrimination unit discriminates a client as belonging to the first group 
when the advertisement on the client is stored in said memory, and discriminates a client as 
belonging to a second group when the information on the client is not stored in said memory" are 
taught by Acosta, i.e., clients can be classified as Business Group 1 or Business group 2 (as 
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illustrated in Fig. 27/item 1006) and particularly, as Permission groups with different levels of 
security for accessing to the system (see col. 31/line 30 to col. 32/line 8) and with the Active List 
Monitor, the system can dynamically monitors and sets the expiration time for one or more 
permission groups even logging out the user if the threshold is exceeded (col. 27/lines 12-37), 
and the demand-only mode is used for restricting users to access to certain level of databases or 
limit archives for downloading (col. 31/lines 5-17) as well as different file servers for storing 
different sets of information data (as illustrated in Fig. 5) and by Logan as Logan teaches to have 
a database for storing advertisements as well as images for clients (Logan, Fig. 1) and the 
advertisement targeting on clients is based on the user's data and usage log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 
143 & Fig. 2). 

As for claim 8, in further view of claim 6 above, Acosta reveals "wherein said 
discrimination unit discriminates a client as belonging to the first group when the client enters a 
correct password, and discriminates a client as belonging to the second group otherwise", i.e, 
login processes for users with useraame and correct password is addressed according to their 
permission level (belongs to which groups) (see col. 29/lines 10-49). 

As for claim 9, in further view of claim 1 above, Acosta further teaches "wherein the 
clients are classified into a plurality of groups, and the image down-loading apparatus further 
comprises a discrimination unit adapted to discriminate a group to which a client belongs, 
wherein said switch controller control said switch so as to keep selecting said first output device 
for a client which belongs to a first group, and to make the first predetermined period shorter for 
a client which belongs to a second group than for a client which belongs to a third group", i.e., 
clients can be classified as Business Group 1 or Business group 2 (as illustrated in Fig. 27/item 
1006) and particularly, as Permission groups with different levels of security for accessing to the 
system (see col. 31/line 30 to col. 32/line 8) and with the Active List Monitor, the system can 
dynamically monitors and sets the expiration time for one or more permission groups, for 
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example, time for group I is shorter than time for group III, even logging out the user if the 
threshold is exceeded (col. 27/lines 12-37). 

As for claim 10, in further view of claim 1 above, Acosta discloses "wherein the image 
outputted by said first output device is a moving image", i.e., a real-time live image is outputted 
for viewing at remote locations (col. 2/lines 17-25). 

As for claim 1 1, in further view of claim 10 above, Acosta teaches "wherein the image 
outputted by said first output device is an image being sensed by a video camera", i.e., video 
camera 12 is collecting images for outputting by first output device to viewers at remote 
locations (Figs. 1 & 4/items 12, and col. 4/lines 25-41 & col. 5/lines 43-67). 

As for claim 12, in further view of claim 1 above, Acosta and Logan teaches the 
apparatus further "comprising memory for storing advertisement, wherein the advertisement to 
be outputted by said second output device is the information stored in said memory", i.e., Acosta 
discloses a processor card 20 of camera 12 contains memory or cache 56 for storing information 
(Fig. 3/item 56), and Logan teaches to have database for storing advertisements as well as 
images for clients (Logan, Fig. 1) and the advertisement targeting on clients is based on the 
user's data and usage log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 143 & Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 13, Acosta discloses "an image down-loading system capable of down- 
loading an image to a plurality of clients via Internet (Abstract, col. 1/line 60 to col. 2/line 42), 
comprising: a first down-loading device which down-loads an image, i.e, a first download device 
from one of plurality of cameras for downloading an event or live broadcasting to a remote 
viewer at a local workstation accessing to the system or wireless network 14 (Fig. 4, and col. 
8/lines 1-27); a second down-loading device, i.e, a second download device from one of plurality 
of cameras for downloading an event or live broadcasting to a remote viewer at a local 
workstation accessing to the system or wireless network 14 (Fig. 4, and col. 8/lines 1-27); a 
switch adapted to switch between said first downloading device and said second down-loading 
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device, i.e., the Central Office Video Management System 16 or the COVMS 16 (col. 4/lines 26- 
28) acts a switch for switching between the first outputs and second outputs as mentioned earlier, 
eventually, between multiple outputs of multiple ones of the cameras 12 in operation at anytime 
to multiple users (Fig. 4 and col. 8/lines 1-27); and a switch controller adapted to control said 
switch, wherein said switch controller controls said switch so as to select said second down- 
loading device for a first predetermined period after said first down-loading device is selected for 
a second predetermined period", for example, a Business Manager within the COVMS 16 acts as 
a switch controller in this scenario because it handles all of fundamental operations of the 
COVMS 16 internally, i.e., acts as a switch in switching outputs to a plurality of viewers (col. 
8/lines 12-15) as well as externally, i.e., in communicating with other COVMSs, customer 
connections and web site connections (col. 12/line 57 to col. 13/line 21) and the operation of the 
COVMS 16 is based on the queues setting by a timer for setting predetermined periods in 
selecting first output or second output or any other output to viewer as preferred. Furthermore, 
the controller can change the operation mode or service level or shut down a particular output 
device if a monitored usage for a predetermined period is exceeding preprogrammed thresholds 
(see Fig. 16, and col. 14/line 23 to col. 15/line 51 for more details on the entire process). 

Acosta does not further disclose that the second down-loading device "which downloads 
an advertisement that is different from an image picked up by a connected camera" and "such 
that the advertisement is inserted into the image downloaded from said first down-loading 
device"as pre-amended; however, Logan teaches a same technique in a audio/video distribution 
system over the Internet that web pages, images, and advertisements from a remote server can be 
downloaded to user's computer system (as illustrated in Fig. 1 and col. 1/lines 8-16; Figs. 2 & 4, 
col. 5/lines 30-62 and col. 17/lines 20-42 for advertisement distribution; col. 8/lines 48-60 for a 
web server; and col. 32/lines 1-15 for image downloading). Since Acosta shows to include 
commercial providers 1 & 2 (Fig. 4) for providing services to clients, and with Logan's teaching 
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technique in providing ad or advertisements or commercial messages to users/clients; therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordianry skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Acosta' s system with Logan's disclosed technique in order to offer an advertisement 
which is different from an image picked a connected camera (taught by Acosta) to users as 
means for targeting clients/users as suggested by Logan (col. 24/line 35 to col. 28/line 10 for 
further details on this issue). 

As for claim 14, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta and Logan discloses "wherein 
the clients have memory for storing the advertisement down-loaded by said second down-loading 
device, and while said switch selects said second downloading device, the clients display the 
advertisement stored in said memory", i.e., Acosta discloses client information is stored in user 
databases (Fig. 31/item 1054) and the demand-only mode is used for restricting users to access to 
certain level of databases or limit archives for downloading (col. 31/lines 5-17) as well as 
different file servers for storing different sets of information data (as illustrated in Fig. 5), and 
Logan teaches to have a database for storing advertisements as well as images for clients (Logan, 
Fig. 1) and the advertisement targeting on clients is based on the user's data and usage log 
(Logan, Fig. 1/item 143 & Fig. 2). 

As for claim 15, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta and Logan further teaches 
"wherein the clients have memory for storing the advertisement down-loaded by said second 
down-loading device, and since a communication path is established on the Internet until the 
image to be down-loaded by said first down-loading device starts to be down-loaded, the clients 
display the advertisement stored in said memory", i.e, Acosta discloses that the user can store the 
down-loaded information to a memory cache 1064 or to the work station computer 22 (Fig. 31 
and col. 26/line 53 to col. 27/line 11), and Logan teaches to have a database for storing 
advertisements as well as images and displaying those advertisements to clients (Logan, Fig. 1 
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with a display 118) and the advertisement targeting on clients is based on the user's data and 
usage log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 143 & Fig. 2). 

As for claim 16, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta and Logan teaches "wherein 
the clients have memory for storing the advertisement down-loaded by said second down-loading 
device, and after a communication path on the network is disconnected, the clients display the 
advertisement stored in said memory", i.e., Acosta discloses that information can be downloaded 
locally to the user computer 22, thus, if a network connection is disconnected, the user obviously 
still can display the information col. 26/line 53 to col. 27/line 11) and Logan teaches to have a 
database for storing advertisements as well as images for clients (Logan, Fig. 1) and the 
advertisement targeting on clients is based on the user's data and usage log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 
143 & Fig. 2). 

As for claim 17, in further view of claim 13 above, the step of "wherein, when a request 
for down-loading of the image to be down-loaded by said first down-loading device is received 
while said second down-loading device is selected after a third predetermined period has elapsed 
since said switch switched from said first downloading device to said second down-loading 
device, said switch controller controls said switch so as to switch from said second down-loading 
device to said first downloading device" is taught by Acosta as Acosta includes the Business 
Manager monitors and maintains a smooth operations for providing outputs with a loop with 
setting timer, a plurality of predetermined periods can be set in order to handle the switching 
between outputs according to valid queues (see Fig. 16, and col. 14/line 23-col. 15/line 51, and 
col. 17/lines 19-26 for monitoring the overall performance of the system and making necessary 
adjustments). 
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As for claim 18, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta discloses " wherein the clients 
are classified into a plurality of groups, and the image down-loading system further comprises a 
discrimination unit adapted to discriminate a group to which a client belongs, wherein said 
switch controller control said switch so as to make the first predetermined period shorter for a 
client which belongs to a first group than for a client which belongs to a second group", i.e., 
clients can be classified as Business Group 1 or Business group 2 (as illustrated in Fig. 27/item 
1006) and particularly, as Permission groups with different levels of security for accessing to the 
system (see col. 31/line 30 to col. 32/line 8) and with the Active List Monitor, the system can 
dynamically monitors and sets the expiration time for one or more permission groups, for 
example, time for group I is shorter than time for group II, even logging out the user if the 
threshold is exceeded (col. 27/lines 12-37). 

As for claim 19, in further view of claim 18 above, Acosta and Logan further teaches 
"comprising memory for storing advertisement on clients, wherein said discrimination unit 
discriminates a client as belonging to the first group when the information on the client is stored 
in said memory, and discriminates a client as belonging to the second group when the 
advertisement on the client is not stored in said memory", i.e., Acosta discloses that client 
information is stored in user databases (Fig. 31/item 1054) and the demand-only mode is used for 
restricting users to access to certain level of databases or limit archives for downloading (col. 
31/lines 5-17) as well as different file servers for storing different sets of information data (as 
illustrated in Fig. 5), and Logan teaches to have a database for storing advertisements as well as 
images for clients (Logan, Fig. 1) and the advertisement targeting on clients is based on the 
user's data and usage log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 143 & Fig. 2). 
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Concerning claim 20, in further view of claim 18 above, Acosta teaches "wherein said 
discrimination unit discriminates a client as belonging to the first group when the client enters a 
correct password, and discriminates a client as belonging to the second group otherwise", i.e., 
login processes for users with username and correct password is addressed according to their 
permission level (belongs to which groups) (see col. 29/lines 10-49). 

As for claims 21 and 22, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta and Logan teaches 
"wherein the clients are classified into a plurality of groups, and the image down-loading system 
further comprises a discrimination unit adapted to discriminate a group to which a client belongs, 
wherein said switch controller control said switch so as to keep selecting said first down-loading 
device for a client which belongs to a first group" and "further comprising memory for storing 
advertisement on clients, wherein said discrimination unit discriminates a client as belonging to 
the first group when the advertisement on the client is stored in said memory, and discriminates a 
client as belonging to a second group when the advertisement on the client is not stored in said 
memory",i.e., Acosta disclsoes that clients can be classified as Business Group 1 or Business 
group 2 (as illustrated in Fig. 27/item 1006) and particularly, as Permission groups with different 
levels of security for accessing to the system (see col. 31/line 30 to col. 32/line 8) and with the 
Active List Monitor, the system can dynamically monitors and sets the expiration time for one or 
more permission groups even logging out the user if the threshold is exceeded (col. 27/lines 12- 
37), and the demand-only mode is used for restricting users to access to certain level of databases 
or limit archives for downloading (col. 31/lines 5-17) as well as different file servers for storing 
different sets of information data (as illustrated in Fig. 5), and Logan teaches to have a database 
for storing advertisements as well as images for clients (Logan, Fig. 1) and the advertisement 
targeting on clients is based on the user's data and usage log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 143 & Fig. 2). 
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As for claim 23, in further view of claim 21 above, Acosta discloses "wherein said 
discrimination unit discriminates a client as belonging to the first group when the client enters a 
correct password, and discriminates a client as belonging to the second group otherwise", i.e., 
login processes for users with username and correct password is addressed according to their 
permission level (belongs to which groups) (see col. 29/lines 10-49). 

As for claim 24, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta teaches "wherein the clients 
are classified into a plurality of groups, and the image down-loading system further comprises a 
discrimination unit adapted to discriminate a group to which a client belongs, wherein said 
switch controller control said switch so as to keep selecting said first down- loading device for a 
client which belongs to a first group, and to make the first predetermined period shorter for a 
client which belongs to a second group than for a client which belongs to a third group", i.e., 
clients can be classified as Business Group 1 or Business group 2 (as illustrated in Fig. 27/item 
1006) and particularly, as Permission groups with different levels of security for accessing to the 
system (see col. 31/line 30 to col. 32/line 8) and with the Active List Monitor, the system can 
dynamically monitors and sets the expiration time for one or more permission groups, for 
example, time for group I is shorter than time for group III, even logging out the user if the 
threshold is exceeded (col. 27/lines 12-37). 

Concerning claim 25, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta teaches "wherein the 
image down-loaded by said first down-loading device is a moving image", i.e., a real-time live 
image is outputted for viewing at remote locations (col. 2/lines 17-25). 

Concerning claim 26, in further view of claim 25 above, Acosta further teaches "wherein 
the image down-loaded by said first down-loading device is an image being sensed by a video 
camera", i.e., video camera 12 is collecting images for outputting by first output device to 
viewers at remote locations (Figs. 1 & 4/items 12, and col. 4/lines 25-41 & col. 5/lines 43-67). 
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As for claim 27, in further view of claim 13 above, Acosta and Logan further teaches 
"comprising memory for storing advertisement, wherein the information to be down-loaded by 
said second down-loading device is the advertisement stored in said memory", i.e., Acosta 
teaches a processor card 20 of camera 12 contains memory or cache 56 for storing information 
(Fig. 3/item 56), and Logan teaches to have a database for storing advertisements as well as 
images for clients (Logan, Fig. 1) and the advertisement targeting on clients is based on the 
user's data and usage log (Logan, Fig. 1/item 143 & Fig. 2). 

Regarding claims 28-42, these claims for "an image down-loading method capable of 
downloading an image to a plurality of clients via Internet" are rejected for the reasons given in 
the scope of apparatus and system claims 1-27 as already disclosed in details above. 

Regarding claims 43-50, these claims for "a computer program product comprising a 
computer usable medium having computer readable program code means embodied in said 
medium for down- loading an image to a plurality of clients via a network, said product 
including: first computer readable program code means for down-loading an image; second 
computer readable program code means for down-loading advertisement that is different from an 
iimage picked up by a connected camera; third computer readable program code means for 
switching from said first computer readable program code means to said second computer 
readable program code means after a first predetermined period has elapsed, such that the 
advertisement is inserted into the image down-loaded by said first computer readable program 
code means; and fourth computer readable program code means for switching from said 
computer readable program code means to said first computer readable program code means 
after a second predetermined period has elapsed" are rejected for the reasons given in the scope 
of apparatus and system claims 1-27 as already disclosed in details above. 
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Conclusion 



4. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (703) 305-0095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile, can be reached on (703) 305-4380. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number 
is (703) 306-0377. , 
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